PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTAB1 LITV 
(Chapter I of ihe Paicm Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rule 44£vjt) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
F50019PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/010402 


Internationa] filing dat e{tla vAttomlt/year) 
16 September 2004 (16.09.2004) 


Priority date (Jav/monitt/ycar) 

1 6 September 2003 (1 6.09.2003) 


International Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 
See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 


Applicant 
RATIONAL AG 



J . This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I ) is issued by die International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis. 1(a). 

2. This REPORT consists or a tola] of 9 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter f) instead. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 




Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 




Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. VII 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. VIII 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in acconlance with Rules 44bu3(c) and 93fc/j.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44bis .2). 





Date of issuance of this report 
03 July 2006 <03.07.2006) 


The International Bureau of WTPO 
34. chemin des Colombeites 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. +41 22 338 «2 70 


Authorized officer 

Ellen Moyse 

e-mail: pt05@wipo.int 



Form PCT/1B/373 (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Vo: 



PCT 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



<PCTRuIc 436is.il 



Dale of mailing 
tduy/monthAeeur) 



See Form PCT/ISA/210 



Applicant's or agent's Tile reference 




FOR FURTHER ACTION 


F50019PCT 






Sec paragraph 2 below 


Internaliona! application No. 


International filing dale {tluy/tnonih/xear) 


Priority dale {daxfmonth/yrar) 


PCT/EP2004/010402 


16.09.2004 




16.09.2003 


International Patent Classification UPC) or both oalional classification and IPC 




H05B3/74 








Applicant 








RATIONAL AG 









This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basi s of ihe opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty. inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436fc.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive slep or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. 11 




Box No. HI 


El 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered lo be a written opinion of the 
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wurrreN opinion of the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AlTHOIUTY 



international application No. 

PCT/EP2004/010402 



j Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



, — — — 

filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

, , _, , mlh( . orl ..inal lon^uaee into the following language 

□ „». "- "r::zrr^ri^> — - — — — 

Rule I2.3aml23.1<bll. . 
Ihis opinion has been established on the bas,s of: 

a. type of material 

| | a seque nee list i ng 
[""] laHelsi related to the sequence listing 

h. format or material 

p"| in written format 
| | in computer Tcadable form 
c. time of filing/furnishing 

| ) contained in the international application as filed. 

Q filed together with the intemalional application in computer readable form. 
Q fum ished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search, 

r . «.m«nee listins and/or tablet*) relating thereto has been filed or 

3 . n i- * ** casc ihai ™ rc r r sir j —s- b identical «> *« -» n ** » 



4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Irtcrnaiional application No. 

PCT/EP2004/010402 



Non-cslnblishmcnl 



or opinio,, lib roRord l.rmvdly. Im^tWcSep and ind U s,riul appUcnl.tli.y 



Box No. Ill 

The ^nta whether the claimed invcion a ln ,cars u. be novel. ,o imolvc an inventive step UO 
applicable haw not been examined in respect of: 

I I the entire International application 

[X] claims No*. 16-46 . ■ — 

because: 



be non obvious), or to be industrially 



□ 



.he deseriprtoa claims o, drawings (Mllc^panicular elands Mm ) or said cbimsWos. 
are so unclear lhal no meaningful opinion couid be formed ysptdfyr. 



I I die claims, or said claims Nos. 



pre so inadequately supported 



□ 



by Ibe description tbat no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

» imernalional search report has been established for said claims Nos. ^6-46_ 



the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence 
Instructions in that: 



fisting does not comply with .he standard provided for in Anne* C of the Administrative 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



| | has *iot been furnished 

| | does not comply with the standard 

\ I has not been furnished 

[ | does not comply with the standard 



n the tables related ,0 nuc.eo.lde and*, amino acid sconce listing, if in computer readable form only, do no, coolly wi.h d. 
See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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International a|n>Kealioo No. 

PCT/EP2004/010402_ 



Box No. IV l-ack of unity of invention 



|3 In response »0 the invitation tPorm 
| ) paid additional fees 
| | |W id additional fees under protest 
(S^ noi paid additional fees 



PCniSA/2<X» to pay additional fees the appear* has: 



J I THs Authority 
1 — additional fees. 



found ihat ihe requirement of unity of invention 



is no, complied with and chose not to invite the applicant to pay 



\ \ complied with 

not complied with for the following reasons: 



See supplemental sheet 



4 . Consequently, this opinion has been established in respect 
\ I all parts 

£<1 the parts relating to claims Nos, _ 1-15. 41-46; . 



of the following parts of the international application: 



PCT/ISA/2?7iBoxNo.IV» (January 



I Box No. V 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY _ 

m «ith mjard lo nov.ll* Inventive slcp or industrial applicability: 



imernalional application No. 

PCT/EP2004/010402 



Reasoned siulemenl under Rule 43bis.l(aUi) i 



citations ;md cxolunntions sup nnrrtue .such xlalemenl 
1. Siaiemenl 

Novelty (Nt 



Claims 
Claims 



1-15, 27-46 



YES 
NO 



Jnvcnlivc step (IS) 



cu™ 1-15. 27-46 

Claims 



YES 
NO 



IndusirialapplKabiliiyllAl C ] aims 1~15, 27 46 
Claims „ 



\*ES 
NO 



2. Citations arm explanations: 

See supplemental sheet 
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PCT / E P2004_/010402__ 



Supplcmeniu. Bux 



.he spacing of ,he pre «di.. R box«isno. «ir.d.m. 
Conlinualion of: 



1. 



Keference is made to the following document: 
Dl: DE 196 48 199 A (AEG HAUSGERAETE GMBH) 1, 
November 1997 (1997-11-13) 

2 . T ne present .^cation meets «- ^"T"^ 
POT attic!. 33(2. because the sublet ..tee, of 
15 r 27-46 is novel. 

3 „ present application meets the °' 

15, 27-46 involves an inventive step. 

.„ . hf>at inq element for a 
4 i The invention relates to a heating 

n articular for electrically heating 
cooking appliance, xn particular ^ 

at least one item to be cooked m a 

ma nner (column 1, line 43), comprising at least one 
manner \^ column 2, 

support i.yer <fi,ure 2. reference sron 2 
Unas 6-8). « least one heatia, .1— * laye 
llne „ »hich at leaat in sections rests arrectiy 
nairectiy on tne support i.yer. ana at .east one 
eiectricai contact or conauctor element (»« 2. 
10) . as is «» from document Dl. 
The closest prior art Is document 01. from 
clai»ea invention aiffers on account of the 
cHarecterisin, P-rt of claim U ^ ^ 

at least one spring-elastic 
« can be cennectea to the eiectricel contact or 
conductor element, it being possible to at least 



Perm FCT/1SA/237 <Supj>!«ncnu] BoM |J«u«y 2«^» 



1 



yvt> rrTFN OPINION OF THE 



' PCT/EP2004/010402 



7^o^I^^ e h at Least one heating resistor 
element into contact with at least 

and/ or with at least "J^^ZX- of - spring- 
element layer by means of the sp 
elastic locking element. 

, is therefore considered to be novel. 
4.2 Claim 1 is therein 



4.3 inventive step: j mea ns 

The ab ovementioned character^ pa* 

it is possible to prevent the - ^ ^ 
connection wearing quickly, « P^^ 1 

rtirri ca, be considered that of forming a 

strong, long-lasting connect^ ^ 
The document which was mentioned in t ^ 
doeS not describe the connection s could 
the characterizing part co „»ection 
„ do c»ent ». «. 

Mo c* ^ -tact «^ • > « a ^ 

^4- -i e not used nere/ 
locking element is not u 

connection block. -vnied in the art to 

It u not pciW .or a person Ue ^ 
iM ,in. an elastic connection • ^ 

M «» ^""'"""involves the 
h.cause the ««« ° f *°— * M ' 

,w described in independent claim 
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Supplement :>1 Box 



inventive step (Guideline CHI. 3. 7} . 

6 Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , the description 
does not cite document 01 or indicate the relevant prror 
art disclosed therein. 

7. The vague and imprecise statement on page 20, lines 
7-10 of the description creates the impression that the 
subject matter for which protection is sought does not 
correspond to the subject matter defined in the claims, 
and therefore leads to a lack of clarity (PCX Article 6, 
when the description is used to interpret the claims. 

8 There is no doubt about the industrial applicability 
of the subject matter of claims 1-15, 27-46. Claims 1-15, 

27-46 therefore meet the requirements of PCT Article 

33(4). 
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